
The First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-6 
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,  
    because the Lord has anointed me  
    to preach good news to the poor.  
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,  
    to proclaim freedom for the captives  
    and release from darkness for the prisoners,  
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor  
    and the day of vengeance of our God,  
to comfort all who mourn,  
3     and provide for those who grieve in Zion—  
to bestow on them a crown of beauty  
    instead of ashes,  
the oil of gladness  
    instead of mourning,  
and a garment of praise  
    instead of a spirit of despair.  
They will be called oaks of righteousness,  
    a planting of the Lord  
    for the display of his splendor. 
4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins  
    and restore the places long devastated;  
they will renew the ruined cities  
    that have been devastated for generations.  
5 Aliens will shepherd your flocks;  
    foreigners will work your fields and vineyards.  
6 And you will be called priests of the Lord,  
    you will be named ministers of our God.  
You will feed on the wealth of nations,  
    and in their riches you will boast. 

The Epistle Reading:  Acts 4:23-31 
23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and 
reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. 24 When they 
heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign 
Lord,” they said, “you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and 
everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of 
your servant, our father David: 
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“‘Why do the nations rage  
    and the peoples plot in vain?  
26 The kings of the earth take their stand  
    and the rulers gather together  
against the Lord  
    and against his Anointed One.’ 
27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the 
people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant 
Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had 
decided beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and 
enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out 
your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the 
name of your holy servant Jesus.” 
31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

The Gospel Reading: Luke 4:14-21 
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him 
spread through the whole countryside. 15 He taught in their synagogues, and 
everyone praised him. 
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath 
day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to 
read. 17 The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he 
found the place where it is written: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,  
    because he has anointed me  
    to preach good news to the poor.  
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners  
    and recovery of sight for the blind,  
to release the oppressed,  
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat 
down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21 and 
he began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.” 
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